UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER STUDENTS’ UNION



MINUTES OF OVERALL EXECUTIVE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 29TH OCTOBER, 2009 IN COLERAINE.

PRESENT:


ADRIAN KELLY, Overall President (Chair)

OISIN DOHERTY, Vice President Education & Welfare, Coleraine

RENEE THOMPSON, Vice President, Belfast

SEAN CUNNINGHAM, Vice President, Coleraine

GERRY CARROLL, Vice President, Jordanstown

MICK GALLAGHER, Vice President, Magee
MARK HUSTON, Vice President Education & Welfare, Magee
IN ATTENDANCE:

AVRIL HONAN, Student Representation Co-Ordinator


EMMETT MULLALLY, General Manager

09.86 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Karen McKillop, Marketing Manager, 

David Flynn, Sports Union President, and Caolan Quinn, Vice President Education & Welfare, Jordanstown/Belfast.

09.87 MINUTES

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved except that Point 5.7 should read “The Vice President, Magee and the Overall President” and not “the General Manager”.

09.88 MATTERS ARISING





09.91
The Vice President, Magee, has joined the Council Steering Group after his approach to Foyle Vintners.

09.89 PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATION



ACTION

The Overall President said that things are progressing

All -

 satisfactorily at present.  He was slightly disappointed

Be punctual 

with NUS/USI’s work but that he was now having regular

and professional

meetings with NUS/USI before the end of this semester.

when attending

He explained his non-attendance at Senate was due to a 

meetings, 

meeting with Reg Empey.
He thanked everyone


especially for the

who attended, especially the Vice President, Magee


first time.

who gave a Presentation on his behalf.
09.90 OFFICERS’ REPORTS

These had been received from the seven Officers present.

All –

The Vice President, Jordanstown, gave a verbal account

Be prepared


of his report.






  
to give verbal










reports as three










Officers will

be asked at










future meetings.

09.91 STUDENT SHOUT – FEEDBACK ON HOW


ACTION

THESE HAD BEEN GOING

Student Shout had went as follows:




MG, MH -

Jordanstown – Very successful




Have further

Coleraine – Needed more encouragement



Student Shouts

Belfast – Waiting on postcards




next Tuesday

Magee – Two had been held, with the first one poor


and Thursday.

and second, not much better.  

It was suggested that an enticement of freebies/petition etc

All-

might encourage more interest.




Paper trails, blogs.

Car Parking and Entertainments seemed to be of interest.



The General Manager stressed the importance of publicity

AK – Send out

and the need to follow concerns through and to let people 

“How To” for the

see that action has been taken.




Blogs.

09.92 PORTFOLIO UP-DATES

The Overall President spoke at length on this.


All –

It has been six weeks since the last up-date and is not

A check to be 

working as well as was expected.  


 

carried out

The Vice President Education and Welfare



after Christmas.

Coleraine gave a report on NSS.

The General Manager stated the need to let the student

MH/MG –

body know what work is being done on their behalf in 

To ask Faculty

the blog.







of Life and

The Vice President Education and Welfare, Magee


Health Sciences

said that Nursing at Magee is an issue.



for retention 

The Vice President Magee referred to Senate papers


rate figures and

where it stated that students were having difficulty changing
have a meeting

to Third Level education and the current financial implications.
with Class Reps.

The Overall President inquired about the twitter account and 

the Vice President, Magee, expressed the importance of being
OD/MH –

the first to use it.  Email addresses are needed for contact

Look at the 

and it has to be decided whether different web pages for

difference in

Students’ Union news should be kept.  The sole reason for

drop-out figures

Networking sites is to direct them to our own website.

2/3 years ago and

The General Manager questioned the time involved in keeping
present figures.

this up-dated and the Vice President Magee assured him

that it was done very quickly.





AH –

The Vice President, Belfast, said she is working with

Provide details

the Marketing Manager on an ADC specific magazine

Of Class Reps for

and also working on the calendar.  More photographs

Faculty of Life

will be taken next week.  





and Health

The Overall President and General Manager spoke


Sciences.

briefly on the dangers of data protection.





People should be made aware
that their emails were


ALL –

being used, perhaps by additional wording on the Petition

Date to be 

“Please indicate if you do not wish to be contacted about

arranged to suit

further Student Union issues”.




everyone for

photographs.











ACTION

/7. PORTFOLIO UP-DATES




SC – 

The Overall President and Sports Union



To get emails

President will continue to raise the profile.



from Facebook.

09.93 UUSU FORUM AGENDA AND THE GREATER BELFAST

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

The General Manager expressed the high level of importance
ALL –

in completing the questionnaire and made clear that we may
Complete  

have to work on the basis of shared space.  It is important that
questionnaire

Jordanstown is included as the Students’ Union has to maintain
before Monday

a presence there for our 600 students, whether temporary or

and email them

full-time.  He went on to suggest a Student Centre where every-
to AK.


thing is housed, with a non-commercial social space and stressed
EM, AK, RT,GC,
that location is important.  





AH/CK and

The Vice President Jordanstown said that the MORI poll showed
Declan Lagan will

what the student body wanted.




Meet on Tuesday

In Jordanstown at 10.00 a.m.
09.94 ISSUES WITH CAR PARK AT JORDANSTOWN
The Overall President said that car parking is an issue on every
GC -

Campus.







Prepare a letter to

The Vice President Jordanstown said that students are paying
MLA’s

£70 for car parking permits, they do not get a space and cars are
“I am a student at

being clamped.






Ulster and, on top

A suggestion as to more spaces was put forward,


of fees, I am

but planning permission and environmental



paying for Car

issues prevented this.






Parking, with a

The Vice President, Belfast suggested car pooling. Public 

possibility of

transport is too expensive.
being clamped.

The Overall President suggested finding out when the

I would

next car parking meeting is taking place.
use public

This could be raised at Forum next week.

transport If

The General Manager suggested an open letter showing questions
affordable.”

that the Students’ Union have been mandated to get the 

University to answer.
AK – 

Raise car parking at Forum.


Negotiate with


Translink.


Work on campaign.

09.95 BNP CALL CENTRE
The Vice President, Jordanstown, told the meeting that the

GC-

BNP call centre was situated in Dundonald and there had been
To keep the

a protest about it last week, and a campaign to close it down.
Committee

He felt that as a multi-cultural University, we should support
informed and

the campaign







gage peoples’











feelings.

09.96 ICTU RALLY – 26 NOVEMBER




ACTION


The Vice President, Jordanstown pointed out that the

GC –

Rally was in fact on 6th November and is against cuts in health
Send out a global

and education, thus having an effect on nursing students.

email about this.

09.97 GENERAL COUNCIL REMINDER

The Overall President reminded the Committee that General
ALL –

Council will be held on 19th November.
Check Constitution.









Ensure UGMs










have been held.

09.98 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

The Overall President voiced the difficulty in getting people

to attend Union General Meetings and suggested more 

topical and interesting motions, which was discussed at

length.

The Student Representation Co-Ordinator joined the meeting 

briefly and spoke of a meeting regarding Excellence in

Teaching.

The Overall President and Vice President Coleraine were

AK, SC -

To meet with Translink but the meeting was cancelled.

Set up another










Meeting with










Translink.

The Overall President spoke on establishing a Welfare Group

comprising of the Education and Welfare Officers to work on

campaigns which should be happening on all campuses at the

same time.  Minutes should be taken and reported back to

Overall Executive Committee.  He suggested the Student 

Financial Advisor be involved so he could inform the group

as to how much money has been released under which fund.

The Overall President spoke on Societies Constitutions 

And suggested that they should be reviewed/renewed.

The Overall President asked that thanks to the Student 

Representation Co-Ordinator be minuted

for her hard work over the last three weeks in

Class Rep and Site Executive training 

The Vice President, Magee, asked that Bar Committee

EM –

Accounts be forwarded for the AGMs
To forward Bar accounts

The General Manager asked for representatives to go to

NUS Ethical and Environmental Officer Training on 10th
November.  He needs to have numbers by Monday.

/…..98. ANY OTHER BUSINESS




ACTION
The General Manager informed the Committee that


All-

John Wyndle was coming to assess the Students’ Union

Go through

in January before the SUEI panel meets in February and

Risk Register.

June.  He said that the Governance Review would shortly

Review it

be going out to tender.  He  then referred to the Risk


quarterly or

Register and explained the contents briefly to the Committee.
more frequently










if issues arise.


The Overall President took the opportunity to explain that


he sent out emails regarding training because Officers must

attend for the benefit of their roles.

The Vice President Magee stated that groups should be consulted

on who is to attend because Officers should be aware of subjects

that they might have to be called to give advice on.

The meeting ended.

